Immigration Reform Polling Memo
Methodology
America First Policies conducted National Quantitative Research between November 30 and December 3, 2017,
among N = 1,200 respondents using a split-sample of 1/3 Landline, 1/3 Cell phone, and 1/3 Internet. Margin of
error: ± 2.83%. Sample frame was weighted to match Census, election, and voter registration statistics of likely
voters by age, race, region, gender, and political affiliation (31% R, 35% D, 26% I).

Voters want Immigration reform policies that make “legal” and “financial” sense.
Over three-quarters of all voters support a proposal requiring that all employers verify the legal status of
their workers (78%), and a new requirement that incoming immigrants must be able to support
themselves financially (76%). Voters also support a proposal limiting family-based immigration to
immediate family and increasing the focus on admitting immigrants based on their skills and financial
contributions (57%) by a net 20-point margin over the less than one-third of voters (32%) who oppose
limiting chain migration.

Do you support or oppose...
A proposal requiring that all employers verify the legal status of their
workers?

A new requirement that incoming immigrants must be able to support
themselves financially?

A proposal limiting family- based immigration to immediate family and
increasing the focus on admitting immigrants based on their skills and
financial contributions?
Ending the Diversity Visa Lottery program? (A program is designed to
encourage immigrants from parts of the world with relatively low
immigration rates to immigrate to the US. Manhattan Terrorist Sayfullo
Saipov entered the US this way.)
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Among Republicans
A proposal requiring that
all employers verify the
legal status of their
workers
A new requirement that
incoming immigrants
must be able to support
themselves financially

Limiting family- based
immigration to
immediate family…

Ending the Diversity Visa
Lottery program

Among Democrats
92%

7%
88%
9%
71%
21%
57%
33%

Among Independents
66%

A proposal requiring that
all employers verify the
legal status of their
workers

26%
66%

A new requirement that
incoming immigrants
must be able to support
themselves financially

26%

36%
46%

77%
16%
60%

Limiting family- based
immigration to
immediate family…

43%

Ending the Diversity Visa
Lottery program

14%

A new requirement that
incoming immigrants
must be able to support
themselves financially

46%

Limiting family- based
immigration to
immediate family…

80%

A proposal requiring that
all employers verify the
legal status of their
workers

30%
44%

Ending the Diversity Visa
Lottery program

38%

Voters want protection from criminal illegal immigrants.
Over 7-in-10 voters agree that the federal government should increase the detention authority of our
nation’s professional law enforcement officers to ensure that illegal immigrants who have committed
crimes are not released into American communities (72%). Over 7-in-10 voters also agree that we should
strengthen sentencing penalties for illegal immigrants who have previously been deported, and
strengthen laws against illegal immigrants who commit crimes in the United States (71%).

Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statements…
The federal government should increase the detention authority of our
nation’s professional law enforcement officers to ensure that illegal
immigrants who have committed crimes are not released into…

51% Strongly Agree

We should strengthen sentencing penalties for illegal immigrants who
have previously been deported, and strengthen laws against illegal
immigrants who commit crimes in the United States.

49% Strongly Agree

The federal government should hire more immigration judges to speed
up the process of deporting illegal immigrants.

32% Strongly Agree

We should cut some federal grants to cities that refuse to turn over
criminal illegal aliens to federal law enforcement authorities.

39% Strongly Agree

Recent laws and court cases have made it difficult for law enforcement
authorities to keep illegal immigrants in custody even if they have
committed serious crimes such as homicide or sexual assault.

29% Strongly Agree

It can take years for the immigration court system to determine if an
illegal immigrant should be removed to their home country.

22% Strongly Agree
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A majority of all voters agree the federal government should hire more immigration judges to speed up
the process of deporting illegal immigrants (55%), and cut some federal grants to cities that refuse to
turn over criminal illegal aliens to federal law enforcement authorities (54%).

Voters want stronger immigration protection, especially when provided with
immigration statistics from credible sources.
By a wide 43-point margin, 65% of voters support a more stringent application process for asylumseekers. Using a split sample, half of the respondents were given a “qualifier” prior to being asked this
support/oppose question. When citing U.S. Government Accountability Office statistics prior to asking
whether they support or oppose the federal government making the asylum-seeking application more
stringent, 7-in-10 voters support a more rigorous application process.
SAMPLE A: A report from the U.S. Government
Accountability Office found that as many as 7 in 10
immigrants who came to the U.S. claiming to seek
asylum had committed fraud or lied to the
government on their asylum applications. With this
in mind, Would you support or oppose the federal
government making the application process more
stringent to help ensure people coming into the
country as asylum-seekers are telling the truth?

SAMPLE B: Would you support or oppose the federal
government making the application process more
stringent to help ensure people coming into the
country as asylum-seekers are telling the truth?

70%
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Strongly Oppose
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By a 44-point margin, voters widely support increasing the number of ICE agents to protect public safety.
Support for this policy is bolstered by 5-points when voters are provided with a statistically accurate
qualifier about the number of foreign visitor traveling to the United States each year.

SAMPLE A: Every year, nearly 80 million visitors
travel to the United States, but there are only 6,000
immigration officers to enforce our immigration
laws. Would you support or oppose increasing the
number of Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
also known as ICE, officers to protect public safety
and national security?

SAMPLE B: Would you support or oppose increasing
the number of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, also known as ICE, officers to protect
public safety and national security?
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Less than 1-in-5 (19%) voters oppose a proposal that would strengthen penalties for violating the terms
of a visa in order to stop individuals from illegally overstaying their visa; with 72% of the electorate
supporting such actions.

SAMPLE A: Research from Pew shows nearly half of
all new illegal immigrants enter the country on a
temporary visa and refuse to leave when their visa
expires. Do you support or oppose proposals that
would strengthen penalties for violating the terms
of a visa in order to stop individuals from illegally
over staying their visa?

SAMPLE B: Do you support or oppose proposals that
would strengthen penalties for violating the terms
of a visa in order to stop individuals from illegally
over staying their visa?
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Voters oppose Schumer and Pelosi’s shutdown plan
Roughly 6-in-10 voters (59%) oppose Chuck Schumer, Nancy Pelosi and Congressional Democrats’ plan to
shut down the federal government if next year’s budget does not include funding for the children of
illegal immigrants. Voters oppose the shutdown by a 31-point margin, with less than a third of voters
supporting the Democrats’ strategy (28%).
Independent voters oppose the Democrats’ shutdown plan by a 40-point margin (65% oppose, 25%
support), and voters in competitive 2018 Senate states oppose the plan by a 30-point margin (58%
oppose, 28% support).
Support

Oppose

Republican (31%)

9%

84%

-75

Democrat (35%)

52%

32%

+20

Independent (26%)

25%

65%

-40

Republican Men (17%)

13%

82%

-69

Republican Women (14%)

6%

87%

-81

Democrat Men (13%)

54%

35%

+19

Democrat Women (22%)

50%

30%

+20

Independent Men (14%)

22%

70%

-48

Independent Women (12%)

27%

59%

-32

Trump Voter (40%)

8%

87%

-79

2018 Competitive State (26%)

28%

58%

-30
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